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TEASER

INT. SASHA’S CHILDHOOD HOME - NIGHT (FLASHBACK)

The camera moves down a hallway at little kid height. The 
house is quiet, and it’s obviously very late. At the end of 
the hall, a light is on. As we turn the corner, we see 
SASHA’S FATHER (black, early 30s) tinkering with computer 
equipment. He looks up.

DAD
Hey, Rocket. What’re you doing up?

We see YOUNG SASHA for the first time, about 6 years old, 
wearing a nightgown. Her natural hair is puffed out, and 
she’s holding a piece of paper.

YOUNG SASHA
I can’t sleep.

DAD
(Still tinkering)

Did you try counting sheep?

YOUNG SASHA
Yes.

DAD
What about counting doubles?

YOUNG SASHA
Uh-huh.

DAD
How high did you get?

YOUNG SASHA
2 to the 16th.

DAD
And what is that?

YOUNG SASHA
65,536... I think.

He looks up at her, thinking.

DAD
Hmmm. Did you find all the prime 
numbers between one and a hundred?

She holds out her paper. He stands, comes around the table, 
and looks at it. It satisfies him.



DAD (CONT’D)
Alright. Well, have you tried 
solving gravity?

YOUNG SASHA
What’s that?

He picks her up and starts carrying her back to bed.

DAD
Gravity. The force that holds the 
universe together. It holds us to 
the Earth, and the Earth to the 
Sun, and the Solar System to the 
Milky Way.

YOUNG SASHA
I know what gravity is. 

DAD
Oh yeah?

Sasha nods.

DAD (CONT’D)
Then solve it.

YOUNG SASHA
Solve it?

DAD
Yeah. If you understand gravity so 
well, how do we negate it? How do 
we make more of it? How can we use 
it to explore the stars?

He starts tucking Sasha into bed. 

DAD (CONT’D)
Solve gravity, and you’ll open up 
the universe.

YOUNG SASHA
Solve. Gravity.

DAD
Yup.

He kisses her goodnight and goes to leave.

YOUNG SASHA
This isn’t going to help me sleep, 
you know.
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DAD
No, but it’ll make your insomnia 
more productive. G’night, Sasha.

YOUNG SASHA
‘Night, daddy.

She closes her eyes on the pillow.

YOUNG SASHA (CONT’D)
Solve gravity...

MATCH CUT TO:

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS AT CAPE CANAVERAL - EARLY MORNING

SASHA (40s) opens her eyes and looks at her alarm clock which 
reads 5:29a. As it clicks to 5:30a, the alarm goes off and 
Sasha silences it. She gets up and pads across the spartan
bedroom past a window. Through the window, we get our first 
look of the Janus I spacecraft: it looks like a building on 
stilts, rectangular and clunky, covered on all sides by 
dishes, telescopes, and scientific equipment. In the early 
morning greyness, it almost looks ominous.

END OF TEASER
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ACT 1

EXT. CAPE CANAVERAL - CONTINUOUS

“Year: 2053” is indicated

INT. CAPE CANAVERAL CONFERENCE ROOM - MINUTES LATER

Sasha enters the conference room carrying a file. ERIC (40s, 
Latino) is at a whiteboard working out calculations. There 
are several circles and lines drawn, with trajectory-like 
connections and loops. 

SASHA
Good morning, Eric.

ERIC
(startled)

Oh, Sasha, it’s you. Morning.

SASHA
(indicating the board)

Isn’t it a little late for this?

ERIC
I couldn’t sleep. And I thought 
running through it one more time 
couldn’t hurt.

Sasha moves to the coffee pot and pours herself a cup.

SASHA
Come up with anything unexpected so 
far?

ERIC
My nerves are a new development, 
but the math is still fine. 

(Referring to the coffee)
That’s decaf.

Sasha puts the cup down where she found it.

SASHA
Then what’s the point?

She sits at the conference table, grabs a note pad and pen 
from the center, and opens the file.
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COOPER “COOP” JACKSON (early 50s, white) swaggers in with jet-
jockey confidence. He looks like he was born with a military 
style haircut. He heads straight for the coffee.

COOP
(In greeting)

Dr. Harris. Dr. Lopez. I hope you 
haven’t been up all night.

ERIC
That depends on what time it is.

Coop sits at the head of the conference table with his 
coffee.

COOP
Now’s not the time for jokes and 
sass, Dr. Lopez.

ERIC
No, sir.

COOP
This is your first space mission. 
Dr. Harris’s as well. And it’s a 
doozy. I need you rested and 
focused.

Coop takes a sip of coffee, makes a disapproving face, and 
puts it down.

SASHA
(without looking up from 
her papers)

He gets it, Coop. We’re just the 
nerds making your historic flight 
possible.

COOP
It’s “Commander Jackson”, or “sir,” 
Dr. Harris. This isn’t a road trip, 
it’s a space mission.

SASHA
(without conviction)

Yes, sir.

JESSICA CALLAHAN (mid-30s, white) enters and sits at Coop’s 
right hand without saying a word. Her hair is in a tight low 
bun, and her posture is exceptional.

COOP
Good Morning, Major Callahan. 
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ERIC
‘Morning, Jess.

SASHA
Coffee?

Jess shakes her head.

COOP
Dr. Lopez, why don’t you take a 
seat. When Bobby gets here we can 
start the briefing.

Eric caps his marker and moves to sit next to Sasha.

BOBBY NOETHER (late 20s, white) bursts into the room, 
slightly out of breath. He has a baby face, exacerbated by 
being a little overweight. His grey T-shirt is inside-out, 
and he’s carrying a thick manual and a multi-tool.

BOBBY
Here, sir. Sorry, my alarm didn’t 
go off. 

COOP
Have a seat, Bobby.

Bobby sits between Sasha and Coop.

BOBBY
Thank you, sir.

Coop puts a finger to his lips, telling Bobby to be quiet.

COOP
(All business)

This will be our final pre-mission 
crew briefing for the Janus one 
F.T.L. mission. Let’s walk through 
it. 

EXT. CAPE CANAVERAL LAUNCHPAD - LATER

The crew members are wearing flight suits, walking towards 
the JANUS I craft, and climbing a ladder on the starboard 
side towards an open airlock door.

COOP (V.O.)
This mission is historic. The five 
of us will be the first people to 
travel faster than light. 

(MORE)
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As you know, the tech is too 
powerful to jump within our solar 
system, so we will travel to and 
from an Earth-like planet in 
another system.

INT. MISSION CONTROL - CONTINUOUS

NASA engineers are doing final checks at mission control. On 
one large screen, we see a blown-up, very poor quality image 
of a star and a planet.

COOP (V.O.)
The world is HD 10307b, in the 
habitable zone around its sun, 
41.55 light years from Earth. 
Spectroscopy data suggest the 
atmosphere is similar to Earth’s.

INT. JANUS BRIDGE - CONTINUOUS

Coop climbs into the commander’s seat, surrounded by 
switches, touch pads, blinking lights, and dials.

COOP (V.O.)
I, Cooper Jackson, am the commander 
of this mission. 

Jess climbs into the pilot seat, mirroring Coop.

COOP (V.O.)
Major Jessica Callahan has been 
hand selected to serve as pilot, 
and my second-in-command.

INT. JANUS SCIENCE BAY - CONTINUOUS

Bobby excitedly pulls various tools and parts out of the 
pockets and inside of his flight suit, and stashes them under 
his seat, or in nearby cabinets and lockers.

COOP (V.O.)
Bobby Noether is our mechanical 
engineer. He helped build the ship, 
and if, God forbid, it becomes 
necessary, he’ll help fix it.

Eric buckles his harness, pulls at and unbuckles it, stands, 
sits, and repeats, obviously nervous.

COOP (V.O.) (CONT'D)
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COOP (V.O.)
Dr. Eric Lopez is our resident 
astronomer. On this mission, his 
role will be to study the HD 10307 
system and planet.

(then)
And enjoy the view.

Sasha is seated, with her harness buckled. She’s looking at 
an old photo of herself, age 6, and her father, taken at an 
air and space museum. She appears to be praying.

COOP (V.O.)
And finally, Dr. Sasha Harris is 
the reason we’re all here. Her 
technology has made this mission 
possible.

EXT. LAUNCHPAD - A LITTLE LATER

The Janus I smoothly rises off the ground. It’s legs fold 
away as it ascends, without thrusters, apparently defying 
gravity, into the sky.

COOP (V.O.)
Launch will utilize the same grav-
shift tech used for the Hypnos
missions. 

EXT. COCO BEACH FLORIDA - CONTINUOUS

Onlookers on a crowded beach cheer as they watch Janus I 
slowly and steadily climb.

COOP (V.O.)
This tech allows for a smoother, 
slower ascent than traditional 
rockets. It will take approximately 
2 hours for us to reach jump orbit. 

INT. JANUS SCIENCE BAY - A LITTLE LATER

Sasha, Eric, and Bobby are floating slightly in their seats, 
held in by their harnesses. Sasha is stoic, while Bobby grins 
from ear to ear, and Eric looks sick.

COOP (V.O.)
Once we’re in position, the gravity-
shift tech will switch functions...
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There’s a large, magnetic-like thump, and Sasha, Eric, and 
Bobby fall into their seats.

COOP (V.O.)
...creating one-G gravity 
throughout the ship.

INT. JANUS BRIDGE - CONTINUOUS

Though we can’t hear them, Coop and Jess appear to have a 
call and response type rhythm as they communicate with each 
other and the ground to pilot the ship.

COOP (V.O.)
That will signal T-minus 30 minutes 
to F.T.L. jump.

SASHA (V.O.)
It’s not F.T.L.

INT. CANAVERAL CONFERENCE ROOM - FLASHBACK TO MORNING

COOP
Dr. Harris?

SASHA
You keep saying we’ll travel faster 
than light. That’s inaccurate.

COOP
Please elaborate.

SASHA
We’re using a variation on the grav-
shift tech created in my lab.

EXT. ORBIT AROUND EARTH - BACK TO PRESENT

We see Janus I, floating in space above the Earth. Slowly, 
the space around it appears to distort.

SASHA (V.O.)
The engine will first create a 
stabilized ball around the ship. 
Space in this sphere will not 
experience gravity fluctuations.

The distortion becomes more intense, and directional, away 
from the Earth.
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SASHA (V.O.)
Outside of this sphere, 
gravitational forces will build in 
a contained area, bending space 
around the ship. When the 
parameters reach the optimum...

Janus I appears to jump forward. As it does, it disappears.

SASHA (V.O.)
We jump.

EXT. SPACE AROUND ALIEN WORLD - CONTINUOUS

Janus I appears in similarly distorted space. The distortion 
quickly dissipates.

SASHA (V.O.)
We don’t move faster than light. 
Space does.

INT. JANUS SCIENCE BAY - CONTINUOUS

Sasha, Eric, and Bobby are all still harnessed into their 
seats. We hear a robotic but friendly voice, like Siri’s.

JANUS
Jump complete.

Bobby lets out an excited whoop as he unbuckles.

BOBBY
Was that it? Did we do it? Why 
don’t we have windows in here?!

Bobby jumps out of his seat, and bolts towards the bridge.

Eric has somehow obtained a barf bag, which is good because 
he uses it.

Sasha unbuckles and slowly stands.

SASHA
(absentmindedly)

Slow, deep breaths, Eric. 

ERIC
(into the bag)

Just give me a minute.

Everything is quiet and still, like the calm before a storm.
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Sasha moves towards the door to the bridge. Through the 
door’s window, and the window of the bridge, part of the 
planet comes into view. It’s night on this part of the 
planet, and the lights of a city can be seen shining up from 
the surface.

SASHA
I don’t think it worked.

As Sasha opens the door, we can hear Coop, Jess, and Bobby in 
a panic. There are lights ominously flashing, and alarms 
going off.

She walks through, and the door closes behind her.

Through the large front window, we see city lights webbing 
across the surface, blinking satellites scattered in orbit, 
and two moons.

COOP
Jess, we need a cleaner orbit! And 
give me eyes on the situation.

JESS
Yes, sir.

BOBBY
(disbelieving)

What is all this stuff? Where are 
we?

COOP
Bobby, get Sasha and Eric in here 
now!

JESS
I’m getting initial readings from 
the planet.

BOBBY
Why? What happened?

COOP
Now, Bobby!

JESS
Atmosphere is similar to Earth’s. 
It’s breathable.

SASHA
(snapping out of it)

I’m here. Eric is sick. What’s the 
situation?
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COOP
Welcome to 10307b, Dr. Harris. I 
believe it’s occupied.

EXT. SPACE AROUND ALIEN WORLD - CONTINUOUS

Janus I is now hanging in orbit around the planet. A small 
orbiting satellite, on a different trajectory, smashes 
against its side. Janus is fine. The satellite is destroyed.

INT. JANUS BRIDGE - CONTINUOUS

More lights and sirens are sounding. Bobby and Sasha are 
holding on to the walls behind Coop and Jess.

JESS
Sir, that was a strike. No idea on 
what we hit.

BOBBY
It definitely hit us. Not our 
fault. 

COOP
Damage report?

BOBBY
Whoa! You sound like...

COOP
(interrupting)

Shut up, Bobby! Major, what was 
damaged?

Through the front window, we see an object, apparently from 
one of the moons, growing larger. 

JESS
(looking at her screens)

It looks like some observational 
and telemetry equipment. 

COOP
Anything essential?

JESS
If we keep on mission, no. But 
vector recalculations are going to 
be incredibly difficult if we 
deviate.

The object from the moon is getting larger.
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BOBBY
Uh, guys...

COOP
Not now, Bobby! 

SASHA
We have 8 hours until our scheduled 
jump home. Can we stay on course 
until then?

JESS
If I can avoid debris, and get us 
to the exact jump point...

BOBBY
Guys!

The object is now definitely a ship, shaped less like the box-
y Janus, and more like a traditional shuttle. It appears to 
be on a collision course.

JESS
Yes, I think we can do it.

BOBBY
(pointing)

Guys, what is that?!

Eric finally makes his way through the door and onto the 
bridge, weak and still carrying the barf bag.

ERIC
What’d I miss?

A bright light from the other ship appears to start scanning 
Janus I.

ERIC (CONT’D)
Oh.

COOP
Get to the evacuation pod!

SASHA
We don’t know that they’re hostile!

COOP
Now!

Coop and Jess get out of their harnesses while Bobby pulls a 
lever, springing open a previously invisible hatch in the 
floor. Sasha grabs Eric and forces him down first. Bobby, 
Sasha, and Jess follow.
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The other ship has slowed, but is still approaching, as if to 
dock with, or land on, Janus’s starboard side, near the 
airlock.

Coop slides down the ladder after Jess.

INT. JANUS KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

He lands in the ship’s kitchen. The rest of the crew is 
already descending down another ladder in the floor.

COOP
Let’s move!

There’s a loud noise, and the ship shakes, causing everyone 
to hold on to something.

From down the hatch we hear:

BOBBY (O.S.)
(poltergeist impression)

They’re here!

Coop follows Jess down the hatch, closing it, so you can’t 
even see it’s there, behind him.

INT. JANUS SHUTTLE - CONTINUOUS

Coop descends down the ladder into the shuttle where Jess is 
already strapping into the pilot seat.

COOP
Jess, get us to the surface!

SASHA
If we abandon ship, we can’t get 
home!

There’s another loud noise, like an explosion, and the ship 
shakes.

COOP
She’s already lost.

EXT. SPACE AROUND ALIEN WORLD - CONTINUOUS

The second ship is now attached to Janus I’s starboard side. 
The front lower section of Janus detaches, silently, and 
begins descending towards the planet.
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EXT. FIELD ON THE ALIEN PLANET - SOON AFTER

The Janus shuttle slowly and smoothly descends from the sky, 
lowering legs for landing. 

The sun just set on this part of the planet, casting grey, 
dusky light on the field of purple grass, different enough 
from Earth to be uncanny. The shuttle lands uneasily.

INT. JANUS SHUTTLE - CONTINUOUS

Jess shuts down the ship, unbuckles, and faces the rest of 
the crew seated behind her.

JESS
Now what?

COOP
Now we find a place to hide and 
gather more information.

SASHA
We’re alien invaders, Coop. Of a 
world that has space flight.

BOBBY
Crop circles! 

They all turn to stare at him.

BOBBY (CONT’D)
Shut up, Bobby. Got it.

ERIC
Maybe they were just coming to say 
hi? Maybe we’re not the first 
aliens they’ve met.

COOP
Our ship was struck, involuntarily 
docked, and boarded.

ERIC
So the greeting was a bit 
aggressive.

SASHA
We know nothing about this planet, 
or it’s inhabitants.

BOBBY
And it’ll take 42 years for a 
message to reach home.
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COOP
This is not a discussion. 

JESS
I think I saw mountains to the 
west. We’re losing light, but that 
might be a place to hide.

COOP
Thank you, Jess. We’ll grab the 
shuttle’s emergency supplies and 
head west. Until we learn more, I 
want us to be as invisible as 
possible, got it?

Eric and Bobby exchange nervous glances, and Sasha appears to 
literally be biting her tongue, but they all nod.

COOP (CONT’D)
Don’t look so glum. We’re about to 
be the first people to step foot on 
another world.

EXT. FIELD ON THE ALIEN PLANET - A FEW MINUTES LATER

The door at the back of the Janus shuttle opens. Coop hops 
out, carrying a duffle bag, followed by Sasha, Eric, Bobby, 
and lastly, Jess, who closes the door behind them.

JESS
(whispering, and 
gesturing)

The mountains were back that way.

COOP
(whispering)

Right. Follow me. 

Coop gets out a flashlight, and turns it on.

The light directly illuminates three Alamans, the primary 
inhabitants of this planet. 

They’re humanoid, obviously bipedal, and wearing armor that 
disguises all other features. Two are flanking the third in a 
combat-ready formation. 

Before the Janus crew can react, the eyes of the center 
Alaman glow beneath their helmet, and a laser like burst 
fires directly at Coop.

Coop collapses, dropping the flashlight which shines back on 
the rest of the crew.
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JESS
(screaming)

Coop!

Coop is dead. Jess tries to go to him but is stopped by Sasha 
and Bobby.

ALAMAN #1
(commanding)

Ash-ahn! Bee goot nal kah!

SASHA
Don’t shoot!

The crew puts their hands up. Jess is crying. 

ALAMAN #1
Sha! Sha! E-call!

The Alamans surround the crew, forcing them onto their knees. 
Jess crawls towards Coop, and checks for pulse and breathing.

JESS
Oh God! He’s dead!

BOBBY
We come in peace!

One of the Alamans reaches up, and clicks something near his 
temple. A laser burst shoots from his eyes, hitting Bobby, 
who falls unconscious. 

The other Alamans reach up and click something near their 
temples as well.

ERIC
Please, we’re just scientists!

The Alamans shoot Jess and Sasha as well, knocking them 
unconscious.

ERIC (CONT’D)
Please!

Eric is shot and knocked out.

END OF ACT 1
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ACT 2

INT. ERIC’S HOME - A FEW WEEKS AGO

Eric is sleeping in a dark bedroom. Suddenly, the room 
brightens as the curtains are aggressively swept aside. 

Eric’s husband, TOM (early 40s), and daughter SAMMI (9), 
start singing Happy Birthday. Tom is carrying a cake.

Eric wakes up, and sits up in bed, smiling.

TOM/SAMMI
...Happy birthday to you!

Sammi climbs onto the bed

SAMMI
Make a wish!

Eric closes his eyes and blows out the candle. Tom and Sammi 
cheer.

SAMMI (CONT’D)
What did you wish for?

ERIC
A million more mornings like this! 
But you know it’s not my birthday, 
right?

Tom puts down the cake and climbs back into bed with Eric. 

TOM
We know. But you’re going to be in 
quarantine for the next few weeks, 
and then traveling to another 
world.

SAMMI
We just wanted an excuse to have 
cake.

ERIC
You never need an excuse. Cake is a 
complete breakfast.

TOM
She already had eggs.

ERIC
Oh good.
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SAMMI
(Saddening)

Papa, why do you have to go?

ERIC
Oh, Sammi, we’ve talked about this.

TOM
Your papa is a hero! He’s doing 
something that’s never been done 
before.

SAMMI
But what if you don’t come back?

Eric hugs her, and she buries her face in him.

ERIC
Why would you ask that, baby? It’ll 
be okay.

TOM
We’ll visit every day while he’s in 
quarantine. And the flight itself 
is just one day.

ERIC
Sammi, look at me.

She looks up, crying.

ERIC (CONT’D)
I’m a scientist. Do you think they 
would let me go if it was 
dangerous?

SAMMI
I don’t know.

ERIC
You and daddy are going to have so 
much fun while I’m in quarantine. 
And when I come back, you’re going 
to be the coolest kid in school.

SAMMI
I don’t want to be cool.

TOM
This is Papa’s dream, baby. 

SAMMI
Don’t go!
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Sammi is now clinging to Eric.

ERIC
Honey...

SAMMI
Don’t go! Don’t go!

Eric tries to reassure her.

SAMMI (CONT’D)
Don’t go!

Eric closes his eyes.

MATCH CUT TO:

INT. ALAMAN PRISON - A LITTLE AFTER THE LANDING

Eric is lying on the floor of a small, dimly lit, windowless 
cell. He starts to open his eyes.

Jess is crying away from the others. Sasha, bleeding slightly 
from the back of her head, sits against a wall near Eric. 
Bobby stands at the bars.

BOBBY
(To no one)

Why is NASA so fascinated with 
butts?

The others ignore him.

BOBBY (CONT’D)
I mean, it’s weird right? First 
they name a planet Uranus, which is 
supposedly pronounced “urine-us,” 
but everyone still says “Yer Anus.” 
Then they name their interstellar 
missions Janus? I know everyone 
says it like the name: Janis, but I 
looked it up. It’s actually 
pronounced “Jaynus”! Like, the 
letter J. Anus. 

(then, shouting at no one)
No wonder we met a bunch of 
assholes!

SASHA
Bobby!

Eric groans and starts trying to sit up.
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SASHA (CONT’D)
Let’s try and be a little more 
productive and a little less 
confrontational.

Bobby starts pacing.

ERIC
(confused)

Are we confronting someone?

BOBBY
Productive? We’re hostages! On an 
alien world! 

SASHA
Eric, can you look at me? How’s 
your head?

ERIC
Still trying to figure out how this 
can all be real.

SASHA
That’s a start. Take it slow.

BOBBY
Oh yeah, Eric. ‘Cause the last 
thing we want is you rushing into 
your new job of prisoner!

SASHA
Bobby...

He stops pacing.

BOBBY
Don’t you dare tell me to shut up!

SASHA
How do we get out of here?

BOBBY
What?

SASHA
Find me a way out.

Bobby is taken aback, confused. Escape has literally not 
occurred to him.

BOBBY
Um, yeah. Okay.
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Eric, now seated against the wall next to Sasha, closes his 
eyes and takes a deep, rough breath.

ERIC
Work the problem. What’ve we got?

Bobby starts moving again, now more deliberately, checking 
their surroundings.

BOBBY
I was starting to wake up when they 
shut us in here. The door is 
here...

He indicates a place in the center of the bars.

BOBBY (CONT’D)
... and it swings out. Like a 
Delorean. 

ERIC
How did they lock it?

BOBBY
I don’t know.

He hip-checks the door, hurting himself more than the bars.

BOBBY (CONT’D)
But it’s definitely locked. 

JESS
(sniffling)

I heard it. A thump. Like a lock 
engaging.

Sasha gets to her feet.

SASHA
That’s good. From where?

Jess shakes her head, and goes back to crying. 

Bobby is now pushing and pulling at the bars. He sees 
something, a panel, on the wall outside the cell. 

BOBBY
Hey! Hey what’s that!

He and Sasha get as close to it as they can, trying to reach 
through the bars.
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SASHA
Maybe a control panel? Can you 
reach it?

BOBBY
(reaching)

Not quite.

SASHA
Let me try.

Sasha moves to where Bobby was standing and starts to reach 
for the panel.

BOBBY
C’mon!

SASHA
Almost. There.

JESS
And what happens when you poke it?

Sasha stops reaching, and her and Booby turn to face Jess.

SASHA
What do you mean?

JESS
Coop’s dead. We don’t know where we 
are, or who we’re dealing with. We 
don’t even know how long we’ve been 
here! We have no way home.

ERIC
Three hours.

JESS
What?

ERIC
It’s been three hours and twelve 
minutes since we jumped. We have 
just under five hours to get out, 
get to the ship, and get to the 
jump point.

JESS
How can you know that?

Eric holds up his wrist.

ERIC
I have a watch.
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Suddenly, doors opposite the cell open and three Alamans
enter. These ones are not wearing armor, but loose-fitting 
uniforms over their various shades of blue skin. 

They’re truly androgynous, with no identifiable sex or 
gender, and clearly alien. They have large pupils, and no 
noses. 

The center Alaman is carrying a black cube, 8” on a side.

Bobby and Sasha jump back. Jess and Eric stand.

BOBBY
Not again.

SASHA
Against the wall. Stick together.

The crew huddles against the wall away from the bars.

SASHA (CONT’D)
If they open the door, we need to 
charge.

The Alamans are now at the bars. The Alaman on the right 
points to Bobby.

R. ALAMAN
(ordering)

Oct! Oct meen too-la!

BOBBY
Oh hells no!

The Alaman appears to be gesturing for Bobby to come forward. 
A blue light starts blinking on the box.

R. ALAMAN
Too-la! Oct noo-shee-ka!

SASHA
Stay calm, Bobby. If they want you, 
they’ll have to open the door.

BOBBY
(not calm)

Or shoot me with their laser-beam 
eyes!

The box is now blinking with blue and red lights. As the box 
gets more active, the crew’s level of panic increases.
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C. ALAMAN
(to R. Alaman)

Eek-no koo. Koo saw-mee-bah.

R. ALAMAN
(To Bobby)

Sha-tee la-keen!

JESS
We can’t understand you! 

R. ALAMAN
Mee too-kin bat!

ERIC
Why is the box blinking?

The flashing increases, and a faint beeping can be heard 
coming from the box as well.

Bobby wiggles his way behind the others.

C. ALAMAN
(to Bobby)

Pah-tahl nee koo! Too-la. Eel so!

BOBBY
Don’t let them probe me!

SASHA
You can’t have him. You don’t want 
him. What do you want?

R. ALAMAN
(pointing to Bobby)

Oct! Ahn-ti oct shoh!

ERIC
What is the box doing?!

The box is now flashing rapidly, and beeping loudly.

SASHA
(to Alamans)

Bobby stays here. Shut off the box!

JESS
Don’t yell at them!

R. ALAMAN
Praw-dee sheel bah! Bah!
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C. ALAMAN
(To the crew)

Nil too ray!

The intensity of the box keeps increasing.

ERIC
What’s it doing?

C. ALAMAN
Ray!

SASHA
Shut off the box!

BOBBY
(to himself)

This can’t be real. It can’t be 
real. 

R. ALAMAN
Too-la! Ray!

SASHA
We said no!

The box looks and sounds like it might explode.

R. ALAMAN
Bit noo kay-teen shool-rah!

SASHA
Shut it off!

Suddenly there’s a loud Whoosh and a bright flash of light 
from the box temporarily blinds everyone, shutting them up. 
The box goes dark and still.

C. ALAMAN
(to R. Alaman)

Did it work? Make them say 
something!

R. ALAMAN
(pointing again)

Say something!

The crew is understandably confused.

ERIC
What?

SASHA
Is everyone all right?
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R. ALAMAN
It worked!

BOBBY
It’s a babel fish!

C. ALAMAN
(Confused, to R. Alaman)

Are you sure?

R. ALAMAN
(To Bobby)

You! What is a babel fish?

The crew is still hesitant, except for Bobby, who’s now 
excited.

BOBBY
It’s from a book! It’s an animal 
that you stick in your ear to 
understand other languages.

R. ALAMAN
(to C. Alaman)

There may be some kinks.

BOBBY
No! I know it sounds crazy. It’s 
fiction. Not real. But that’s what 
this box does!

C. ALAMAN
It is a translator box. Yes.

BOBBY
That’s amazing! I’m Bobby! This is 
Sasha, Eric, and Jess. We’re 
scientists from a planet called 
Earth!

JESS
(trying to shut him up)

Bobby!

BOBBY
Well, Jess isn’t a scientist, she’s 
a pilot.

R. ALAMAN
I am Chatter. My companions are 
called Squish and Buzz. I am a 
linguist, and inventor of this... 
babel fish. I suppose we are also 
scientists.
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SASHA
Great! Look, this has all been a 
misunderstanding. Please just let 
us go.

JESS
(To Sasha)

They killed Coop! You can’t trust 
them!

CHATTER
Your friend was killed in self-
defense. They pointed a weapon...

JESS
We have no weapons! He had no 
weapons!

The Alamans look at each other, confused. Bobby holds up the 
Vulcan salute.

BOBBY
We’re the good guys! Explorers!

CHATTER
We were not there, but your friend 
cast a beam. Why would they do 
that, if it was not a weapon?

ERIC
The flashlight? He used it to see.

SQUISH(C. ALAMAN)
Could they not see the soldiers’ 
heat?

BOBBY
No. He couldn’t see their heat.

SQUISH
(to other Alamans)

They can’t see infrared light!

ERIC
You can see infrared?

SQUISH
Of course. We can see wave-lengths 
in the range of about 10 nanometers 
to 10 micrometers.

ERIC
(to others)

They can see ultraviolet too.
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BOBBY
Cool!

SASHA
Chatter, Squish, Buzz. We just want 
to go home. We’re harmless. Please 
let us out. Just let us go!

The Alamans exchange a glance.

CHATTER
It is not that simple. You are not 
supposed to exist.

JESS
We can’t trust them. They’re going 
to kill us all.

BOBBY
What do you mean we don’t exist?

SQUISH
We are the only intelligent life in 
the universe. So says the Book.

CHATTER
Alamans are chosen to protect naive 
creatures, and destroy deceivers.

JESS
Oh, wonderful! Religion!

SASHA
We’re not deceivers. We’re 
explorers.

CHATTER
Your appearance has caused many to 
question the Book. That makes you 
deceivers.

ERIC
If you let us go, we’ll leave. We 
won’t interfere any more! Your Book 
and belief can continue!

BOBBY
(To Chatter, Squish)

Do you think we’re deceivers?

Chatter and Squish exchange a glance. The third Alaman, Buzz, 
who has not yet spoken, appears to make up their mind.
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BUZZ
Yes. And you will not be tolerated.

Buzz turns to leave. Chatter and Squish look apologetically 
at the crew, and then follow.

SASHA
Wait! We can talk about this!

BOBBY
You can’t leave us here!

The door closes behind them.

BOBBY (CONT’D)
Come back!

END OF ACT 2
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ACT 3

INT. HEARING ROOM - FLASHBACK

A YOUNG BUZZ (age 8) is standing in the center of a large, 
round room. In front of them is a high dais with 7 Alamans
standing in a row, staring down at them.

They are dressed in obviously expensive, formal attire, and 
the center Alaman is wearing a headpiece, indicating a 
position of power. Buzz looks quite nervous.

CHIEF ALAMAN
Buzz, your honesty in this matter 
is of the utmost importance. Are 
you ready to answer some questions?

YOUNG BUZZ
Yes.

CHIEF ALAMAN
Good. We’ll start simple. What have 
your parents taught you about 
stars?

YOUNG BUZZ
Stars are balls of plasma, big 
ones, so they stick together with 
gravity, even though they are 
always exploding.

CHIEF ALAMAN
Good. And planets?

YOUNG BUZZ
They are big balls of rocks, or of 
gas, that go around the stars.

CHIEF ALAMAN
And what makes our planet special?

Buzz pauses, thinking. 

YOUNG BUZZ
I do not understand the question.

CHIEF ALAMAN
Tell me why Alama is unique, out of 
every other planet in the universe.

There’s a long pause.
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YOUNG BUZZ
It is the planet where I was born?

CHIEF ALAMAN
That is right. Anything else?

YOUNG BUZZ
My pet, their name is Kasha. Kasha
was born here too.

CHIEF ALAMAN
Of course! And how are you 
different from Kasha?

YOUNG BUZZ
I walk on two legs.

The Chief Alaman waits patiently for Buzz to continue.

YOUNG BUZZ (CONT’D)
I can talk, and I can read and 
write. I make things.

CHIEF ALAMAN
Is Kasha intelligent?

YOUNG BUZZ
They are very smart! I trained them 
really well, and...

CHIEF ALAMAN
(interrupting)

That is not what I asked. Is Kasha
intelligent?

YOUNG BUZZ
(uncomfortable)

No. Not in the same way that we 
are.

CHIEF ALAMAN
Are there any other creatures who 
are intelligent in the way that we 
are?

YOUNG BUZZ
I am not sure. I do not think there 
are on Alama, but there are a lot 
of stars, and a lot of planets.

CHIEF ALAMAN
And?
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YOUNG BUZZ
And I have not been to any of them. 
I do not know if they have life, or 
if that life is intelligent. Maybe 
no one knows. 

CHIEF ALAMAN
Is this what your parents have 
taught you?

YOUNG BUZZ
Of course!

(Reciting)
“When you can, learn something for 
yourself. And when you cannot, be 
skeptical of others.”

There is a brief muttering among the 6 other members of the 
Alaman counsel and they shift uneasily. The chief silences 
them by raising a hand.

CHIEF ALAMAN
Buzz, thank you for your testimony. 
You have been very brave.

YOUNG BUZZ
Oh. Okay.

CHIEF ALAMAN
Your parents have committed a high 
crime by failing to instill in you 
the teachings of the book. 

YOUNG BUZZ
What?

CHIEF ALAMAN
Their punishment still needs to be 
decided, but for your protection, 
and education, one thing is clear: 
You will be removed from their 
custody immediately...

YOUNG BUZZ
(scared)

No!

CHIEF ALAMAN
And placed into the custody of 
Official Lackmore and partner.

The chief indicates one of the other Alamans on the dais, who 
gives Buzz a slow nod.
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CHIEF ALAMAN (CONT’D)
They will care for you, educate 
you, and raise you as their child.

YOUNG BUZZ
No! I want my parents!

CHIEF ALAMAN
I am sorry, but this is for your 
own good. You will be happy with 
the Lackmores. They have a child 
your age: Teal. 

YOUNG BUZZ
(crying)

What did I say? Why are you doing 
this?

CHIEF ALAMAN
Buzz, we are sorry things ever got 
this far, but we will not fail you 
again.

Buzz is now crying into their hands, shaking their head no.

YOUNG BUZZ
I will be better! I am sorry! I 
want my parents! I am sorry!

MATCH CUT TO:

INT. ALAMAN CAFETERIA - A FEW HOURS AFTER THE PRISON MEETING

Buzz is sitting on one side of the table, opposite Chatter 
and Squish. The cafeteria is mostly empty, with just a few 
Alamans milling about here and there. 

The conversation between Buzz, Chatter, and Squish is hushed 
to keep from being over heard. Buzz is looking down at their 
(very alien) food.

BUZZ
I am sorry! I know we all have 
questions, but that is how 
deceivers win! They ask you to 
question the Book!

CHATTER
That is not exactly what they 
asked.
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SQUISH
They simply asked to be released! A 
trapped animal will try to be 
released!

BUZZ
Trapped animals do not use 
language! Or build ships!

SQUISH
We do not know that they built it! 
Or how!

CHATTER
We could ask them.

BUZZ
(louder)

Absolutely not!

They look around to make sure Buzz’s outburst didn’t attract 
any attention, then go back to their hushed tones.

SQUISH
Are you not curious?

BUZZ
Of course I am! I am a scientist! 
Just like you. But I am an Alaman 
first! I will defend the Book!

CHATTER
You sound like your sibling.

SQUISH
Speaking of...

A fourth Alaman walks up and stands behind Buzz.

CHATTER
(Pleasantly)

Teal! How are you? How are your 
studies?

TEAL
Very well, Chatter, thank you! As I 
am sure Buzz told you, I was asked 
to lead the investigation of the 
deceiver ship!

Teal places a hand firmly on Buzz’s shoulder. Chatter and 
Squish definitely didn’t know Teal’s news.
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SQUISH
(covering)

Of course! Buzz was just saying.

CHATTER
And what have you found?

TEAL
That is classified.

CHATTER
Of course.

TEAL
And besides, we are only just 
getting started.

SQUISH
Right! Lots of work to do.

TEAL
Yes. But before I go, I was 
wondering if I might have a word 
with my sibling.

CHATTER
Of course!

Both Chatter and Squish nod and do not move.

TEAL
Alone.

SQUISH
Right. Chatter, let us go have a 
quick game.

Squish and Chatter get up, leaving their food, and walk 
towards what appears to be a checkers-like game table. 

Teal sits down next to Buzz.

BUZZ
I am glad to hear your research is 
going well, Teal. Please let me 
know if there is anything I can do.

TEAL
Thank you, Buzz! In fact, that is 
exactly why I am here.

BUZZ
What can I do? I would be honored 
to work with you studying the ship!

36.



There is a brief pause. Then Teal let’s out a mocking laugh.

TEAL
You misunderstand me, sibling. I am 
not here to enlist your help.

BUZZ
But you just said...

TEAL
I am here to help you.

BUZZ
Oh.

TEAL
Buzz, I am concerned for your 
career. You are not respected in 
the community.

BUZZ
Have you heard something?

TEAL
When my team was being chosen to 
study the deceiver ship, your name 
was the first taken off the list.

BUZZ
What? Why?

TEAL
They do not trust you, Buzz. They 
believe you are forever tainted by 
your ori-parents’ teachings.

BUZZ
I have done nothing but study, 
teach, and uphold the Book! I am 
devout!

TEAL
I know that! But the others do not. 
They think you will follow your 
parents, turn on your people, and 
help the deceivers.

BUZZ
(defensive)

My ori-parents, I think you mean. 
Did you not defend me?
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TEAL
Of course not! That is unfair! Am I 
not risking enough to tell you this 
now? You need to defend yourself.

BUZZ
What more can I do? You said they 
do not trust me.

TEAL
They believe you are all words, and 
no action. You know the teachings 
of the Book, but do you live them?

BUZZ
Yes! Of course I do!

TEAL
I know you went to see the 
deceivers.

BUZZ
The rumors were blasphemous! I 
could not believe them!

TEAL
So, you went because you heard an 
unbelievable story, and you needed 
to see the truth for yourself.

BUZZ
Precisely!

TEAL
That is the attitude that got your 
parents killed.

BUZZ
My ORI-parents! What are you saying 
I should do?

TEAL
I do not know if there is anything 
you can do. You will never be 
trusted, you will never advance.

BUZZ
This cannot be.

TEAL
Actions are what matter, Buzz. And 
your actions, your parents’ 
actions, make you scarcely an 
Alaman. I am sorry.

38.



Teal stands as if to leave. Buzz grabs their hand to stop 
them.

BUZZ
(pleading)

Will you not help me?

Teal let’s out another horrible laugh.

TEAL
My parents gave you everything! 
What more help could anyone give? 
You have only yourself to blame.

Teal shakes off Buzz’s hand and walks away. Buzz sits and 
tries to understand what just happened. Squish and Chatter 
approach.

CHATTER
That was quite a conversation, 
Buzz. What did Teal say?

SQUISH
What did you say?

Buzz looks up. They’ve had a light bulb moment.

BUZZ
It doesn’t matter. Only actions 
matter.

Buzz stands aggressively.

BUZZ (CONT’D)
Come with me.

Buzz walks aggressively towards the exit while Chatter and 
Squish scramble to follow. 

On their way out, Buzz swipes what appears to be a heavy pair 
of sunglasses off a table where armored soldiers are eating.

INT. ALAMAN PRISON - CONTINUOUS

Sasha is pacing in the cell. Jess appears to be meditating, 
or asleep against the back wall, while Bobby and Eric sit and 
play sticks (a children’s finger game).

Alaman voices are quietly heard outside the room.

CHATTER (O.S.)
Buzz, I think you need to take a 
deep breath.
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SQUISH (O.S.)
What exactly did Teal say to you?

CHATTER (O.S.)
This is not like you!

Buzz bursts through the doors opposite the cell, followed 
closely by Chatter and Squish.

Bobby and Eric get to their feet, Sasha stops pacing, and 
Jess opens her still-bloodshot eyes.

SQUISH
We should not do anything hasty.

Buzz turns on them.

BUZZ
Hasty? I should have done this from 
the start!

He starts fiddling with the glasses. Squish and Chatter are 
apprehensive of the glasses but move towards the cell-side of 
the room.

BOBBY
Hey! Anything we can help with?

CHATTER
No!

SQUISH
Stay out of it!

CHATTER
(to Buzz)

What are you doing, buddy?

BUZZ
They can’t trust me? Fine! 

The glasses go off in Buzz’s hands, shooting a laser beam at 
one of the walls, and leaving a burn mark.

BOBBY
That’s bad.

BUZZ
I’ll show them!

The crew, now all standing, backs away from the Alamans as 
far as they can. 

Buzz puts the glasses on. 
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SASHA
Please, we aren’t deceivers! This 
is all just a misunderstanding.

Buzz looks at the crew, who start instinctively putting their 
hands up.

SASHA (CONT’D)
You don’t have to do this.

Buzz hesitates.

BUZZ
Yes. I do.

The glasses start to glow, and the crew huddles together for 
protection and support. At the last moment, Buzz turns their 
head and fires at the panel Bobby and Sasha were reaching for 
earlier. Squish jumps out of the way to avoid being hit.

SQUISH
What were you thinking, Buzz? You 
almost hit me!

BUZZ
I am sorry!

Chatter, from Buzz’s other side, snatches the glasses off of 
their face, and turns them off.

The Janus crew, realizing Buzz isn’t going to shoot them, 
starts to spread out. Bobby tries pushing on the door, and it 
swings out, like a Delorean. 

BOBBY
I guess that trick works on every 
planet.

BUZZ
We need to go. If we are to get you 
to your ship, we must hurry.

END OF ACT 3
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ACT 4

INT. POLICE STATION DRUNK TANK - FLASHBACK

Jess is in the drunk tank, along with a few other drunks, at 
least one of whom appears homeless. Her clothes are wrinkly, 
her hair is tangled and unclean, and she’s wearing 2 
different shoes.

Early morning light is starting to shine through the window. 
Under the sunbeam, Jess sits with her head in her hands.

OFFICER (O.S.)
Callahan!

A uniformed police officer approaches, followed by Coop.

OFFICER (CONT’D)
Jessica Callahan?

Jess lifts her head, painfully, and stares at the cop.

JESS
Yep, that’s me.

OFFICER
Well, congratulations. You’ve still 
got at least one friend willing to 
bail you out.

He unlocks and slides open the door. Jess stands and goes to 
leave.

JESS
Oh, he’s not my friend.

INT. COFFEESHOP - A FEW MINUTES LATER

Jess and Coop sit across from each other in a cafe. Jess is 
hunched over, drinking a cup of coffee, while Coop sits up 
straight.

JESS
Why are you here, Coop?

COOP
I heard a rumor.

JESS
Oh, yeah? Did I live up to the 
military rumor mill’s expectations?
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COOP
I just had to know what could go so 
damn wrong for the best pilot I 
ever met to lose her wings.

JESS
I haven’t lost them yet.

COOP
No, but you’re about to. Hell, if I 
did come get you, who do you...

JESS
(interrupting)

I didn’t ask you to bail me out. I 
didn’t ask you for anything.

Coop pauses, and changes tactics.

COOP
Jess, you were cleared of any wrong-
doing. I saw the report. The 
investigation found that you did 
everything you could possibly do.

JESS
That’s a load of bullshit.

COOP
What more could you have done, 
Jess?

JESS
I could have died, Coop! Like 
everybody else on that useless 
mission! I could have... SHOULD
have died. 

She goes back to her coffee.

COOP
That mission... it wasn’t your 
fault. But if you keep going this 
way, the next one will be.

JESS
What “next one”? I can’t fly again! 
Being a drunk is the least of it.

COOP
Why do you think I’m here?
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JESS
Because I’m one of your pet 
projects, and you hate to fail?

COOP
No.

JESS
(sarcastically)

Ooo! Is it because you care?!

COOP
Jess, I’m here because I have a 
mission I need you to fly.

JESS
You’re joking.

COOP
I’m not.

Jess starts laughing.

JESS
Coop, I’m a drunk! And even if I 
wasn’t, I’m “not suitable for 
combat missions” anymore!

COOP
This isn’t a combat mission.

JESS
Then why does it matter who flies 
it?

COOP
Jess, I want you to fly the Janus 
one.

There’s a beat. And then another.

JESS
What?

COOP
I’ve been selected to command 
Earth’s first F.T.L. mission, and I 
want you to fly it. NASA has their 
own short-list, which means you 
have six months to get your head 
out of your ass, get sober, and 
prove you deserve it. 

(MORE)
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I’ll help however I can, rehab, 
counselling, anything, but the 
first step is yours.

JESS
Why? Why me?

COOP
Because I know you, I know how you 
fly, and I know you won’t screw 
this up.

JESS
How? How can you know that... sir?

COOP
You get yourself right, get tapped 
for this mission, and fly the hell 
out of it. When we’re back on terra 
firma, I’ll tell you how I know.

Coop extends a hand across the table. Jess looks at it, then 
up at Coop, then shakes his hand.

JESS
I’ll do my best... sir.

MATCH CUT TO:

INT. ALAMAN PRISON - IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE DOOR OPENS

Jess is standing in the cell, staring at Buzz, who just shot 
open the door.

SASHA
You heard Buzz, let’s go!

The crew, except Jess, start exiting the cell and heading for 
the door. Eric checks his watch.

ERIC
We won’t have time to recalibrate 
the jump, so we need to do it at 
the original location and time 
in... 87 minutes.

The crew suddenly notices that Jess isn’t with them, she’s 
still back in the cell.

SASHA
Jess?

COOP (CONT'D)
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JESS
I can’t do it.

BOBBY
What?

BUZZ
We must hurry!

Sasha holds up a hand to silence them and goes back to Jess.

SASHA
Hey. We did it. We escaped. You 
just need to get us home.

Jess starts crying through her thousand-yard stare. 

JESS
That’s not how this works! You 
think you’re clear, you think 
you’ve escaped, and then... then...

Sasha takes Jess by the shoulders.

SASHA
Jess, look at me. Look! Good. You 
need to fly us out of here. You can 
do this. Coop knew that you can do 
this.

JESS
(shaking her head)

I’m not suitable for combat 
missions. Not anymore.

SASHA
Then it’s a good thing we don’t 
have any weapons, huh? Take a deep 
breath.

Jess takes a deep, rough breath.

SASHA (CONT’D)
Someone needs to tell Earth that 
Cooper Jackson was the first human 
to step foot on another planet. He 
needs you to get us home.

Jess nods.

JESS
Okay.

SASHA
Okay, let’s go! 
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Sasha, Jess, and the rest of the crew move to the doors. 
Bobby sticks his head out to check outside.

BOBBY
Which way to the pod?

EXT. ALAMAN SHIP BAY - A LITTLE LATER

Seven Alaman soldiers in formation, each wearing full armor, 
walk across the ship bay towards the Janus shuttle. One of 
the soldiers is carrying the babel box.

The soldier in the lead climbs onto the platform, and opens 
the pod’s back door. They take a quick glance inside, and 
then signal the others and enter the shuttle.

INT. JANUS SHUTTLE - CONTINUOUS

As the other armored Alamans climb inside the shuttle, the 
first pulls off her helmet, and we she that it’s actually 
Sasha dressed in armor.

It’s quiet in the ship bay, and quieter in the shuttle. Out 
of instinct, most of the crew whispers.

SASHA
(whispering)

Jess? How long to get her up and 
out of here?

Another person pulls of their helmet and we see it’s Jess.

JESS
(also whispering)

Not long.

She moves towards the pilot’s seat and gets to work.

SASHA
Eric, how much time do we have?

Eric now has his helmet off as well.

ERIC
(whispering)

50 minutes, give or take?

At this point everyone is inside with their helmets off, 
except Bobby, who kept his on.
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BOBBY
(Loudly)

I told you it would have been 
faster to use the “Wookiee
prisoner” than the Wizard of Oz
“kill them for their clothes.”

ERIC
(whispering)

Shhh! It’s called “mugged for 
disguise.”

Bobby takes off his helmet.

ERIC (CONT’D)
And we took these from a storage 
room! We didn’t...

BUZZ
Humans?

The Earth crew suddenly remembers Buzz, Chatter, and Squish 
are with them. They turn their attention to the Alamans.

BUZZ (CONT’D)
Do you have a way to find your 
larger ship?

JESS
Yes. The shuttle can track it.

CHATTER
Good. That’s good. And you will go 
home?

SASHA
Yes.

SQUISH
What my friends are getting at 
is... Well, we have just committed 
high treason.

The crew waits for a moment for the Alamans to continue.

BOBBY
Thank you!

SASHA
Bobby!

(To the Alamans)
We appreciate your actions, and the 
risks you took. What can we do for 
you?
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CHATTER
If we stay here, we will be caught, 
tried, and executed.

BUZZ
We would like to come with you.

BOBBY
Oh, that’s easy. Just say “Take me 
to your leader.”

SQUISH
Take me to your leader?

BOBBY
Perfect!

Bobby closes the hatch they entered through at the back of 
the shuttle.

BOBBY (CONT’D)
Please find a way to strap 
yourselves into something!

JESS
He’s not wrong!

Sasha takes the commander’s seat. The shuttle lurches.

EXT. SHIP BAY - CONTINUOUS

The Janus shuttle lifts off the ground and begins ascending, 
gaining speed.

INT. JANUS SHUTTLE - CONTINUOUS

The crew are now all seated, in seats or on the floor. This 
lift-off is much rougher than anyone expected.

JESS
Sorry, team, but we’re on a bit of 
a time crunch and we’ve got a long 
way to go. Take off may be a little 
rough.

BUZZ
This ship is extraordinary! We 
propel fuel out behind our ships 
for acceleration.
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JESS
Oh, well then, it’s probably still 
smoother than that.

EXT. SPACE AROUND ALIEN WORLD - A LITTLE LATER

The shuttle is approaching Janus I in space. An Alaman ship 
is still docked to Janus’s starboard side. 

INT. JANUS SHUTTLE - CONTINUOUS

Behind Jess, Squish is showing the rest of the crew how to 
use the Alaman Weapon Glasses.

SQUISH
This knob here changes the strength 
and intent of the blast. This is 
off.

He turns the knob one click.

SQUISH (CONT’D)
Setting one will taser the victim. 
It is extremely uncomfortable, but 
they will recover quickly.

He turns the knob one click.

SQUISH (CONT’D)
Setting two will render the victim 
unconscious. They will recover in 
approximately 15 minutes.

He turns it again.

SQUISH (CONT’D)
Setting three is a bit more 
serious. Full recovery is still 
very likely, but not guaranteed. 

He turns it one more time.

SQUISH (CONT’D)
We never use setting four on 
another Alaman. It is only for self-
defense against naive creature 
attacks. Setting four kills.

JESS
We’re about to dock with Janus one. 
And I suggest everyone suit up. It 
looks like she’s still occupied. 
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SASHA
Thank you, Jess.

(To the whole shuttle)
We are scientists, explorers, not 
killers. Our goal is escape, 
survival, and return to our home. 
We have...

She turns to Eric, who checks his watch.

ERIC
Twelve minutes.

SASHA
Twelve minutes to take back our 
ship, and get to the jump point. 
You know the plan. Set...

BOBBY
(interrupting)

Ooo! Can I say it?

SASHA
Go ahead.

BOBBY
Set laser glasses to stun!

The crew starts putting back on their glasses and helmets.

EXT. SPACE AROUND ALIEN WORLD - CONTINUOUS

The shuttle docks with Janus I, locking into place.

INT. JANUS CARGO BAY - CONTINUOUS

There are six, fully armored Alamans in formation in the 
storage room, facing the door to the shuttle, ready to ambush 
the crew.

We hear the Janus shuttle lock into place behind the door.

INT. JANUS KITCHEN - CONINUOUS

The invisible hatch in the floor opens. The kitchen is empty. 
The seven occupants of the shuttle climb into the kitchen and 
quietly close the hatch behind them.
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They move towards a door at the back of the kitchen, and take 
positions around it, so that everyone can look through the 
door at once, but their bodies are shielded behind the door 
frame.

Someone pushes the open button and the door slides open.

Through the doorway, we see several alamans in armor milling 
about. As they all turn towards the opened door, the crew, 
Buzz, Squish, and Chatter fire. 

Every Alaman in the main room is hit at least once, and they 
all collapse.

BOBBY
(stage whisper)

That was awesome!

INT. JANUS MEETING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

The crew moves into the main room: Sasha, Bobby, and Buzz 
head towards a staircase on the starboard side, leading down, 
and Jess, Chatter, and Eric head towards a port side 
staircase, leading up. Squish starts dragging unconscious 
Alamans towards the up-stairs.

INT. JANUS CARGO BAY - CONTINUOUS

Sasha, Bobby, and Buzz quietly come down the stairs behind 
the six Alamans waiting to ambush them. They take positions, 
then fire at the Alamans’ backs, knocking the ambush team out 
in 6 clean shots.

SASHA
Bobby, do your thing.

Bobby moves towards a door at the back of the ship while 
Sasha and Buzz start dragging Alamans to, and up, the stairs.

INT. JANUS SCIENCE BAY - CONTINUOUS

Chatter leads Jess and Eric up the stairs where three Alamans
are waiting, armed, and facing the stairs.

CHATTER
The deceivers have docked!

When the soldiers see the Alaman uniforms and hear Chatter 
speak they don’t fire. Chatter, Jess, and Eric finish 
ascending.
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CHATTER (CONT’D)
Prepare to defeat them!

They get behind the soldiers, exchange a glance, and shoot 
each of them all at once. Squish peaks their head up the 
stairs, sees they’re down, and starts dragging up Alamans. 

ERIC
(whispered)

Let’s see Bobby do that with the 
Wookiee Prisoner gag!

INT. JANUS MEETING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Sasha, Squish, and Buzz have piled the unconscious Alamans up 
at the base of the up-stairs. From the top of the stairs, 
Squish waves Sasha and Buzz up.

INT. JANUS SCIENCE BAY - CONTINUOUS

Buzz, Sasha, Jess, Squish, Eric, and Chatter distribute 
themselves around the door again, so they can all look 
through at once, while using the wall around the door as a 
shield. 

The door slides open and there are a dozen Alamans inside, 
all looking directly at the door, but without cover. Both 
groups open fire.

After a brief fire fight, the Alamans on the bridge are all 
hit. 

SASHA
Eric, Chatter, check the crew 
quarters and atmospheric treatment 
rooms, then come help move people. 
Jess, get control of the ship. 
Buzz, let’s start hauling.

ERIC
We have nine minutes!

SASHA
Let’s move!

INT. JANUS ENGINE ROOM - CONTINUOUS

The engine room is white, glowing, and clean with lots of 
buttons, dials, knobs, terminals, and blinky lights. In the 
center is a large white sphere, suspended in a glass cube. 
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Bobby is typing away on a terminal.

BOBBY
C’mon c’mon... what did you do....

He moves to another terminal to look at that.

BOBBY (CONT’D)
Ah! Gotcha!

He types in a few commands.

BOBBY (CONT’D)
Those are green...

He moves back to the first terminal and types again.

BOBBY (CONT’D)
And that is.... 

He pushes enter.

BOBBY (CONT’D)
Ready!

He nods to himself, and then quickly heads out the door.

INT. JANUS MEETING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Bobby comes up the stairs into the meeting room, sees one 
last Alaman at the base of the other stairs, and drags them 
up those stairs behind him as he climbs.

INT. JANUS SCIENCE BAY - CONTINUOUS

The door between the science bay and the bridge is open. 
Sasha and Buzz are pulling the last two Alamans through it. 
They stop briefly when they see Bobby.

BOBBY
Hey, it’s me.

Bobby drags his Alaman through the door after them. 

INT. JANUS BRIDGE - CONTINUOUS

Eric, Squish, and Chatter are standing out of the way. Sasha, 
Buzz, and Bobby each drag an Alaman through the airlock, 
presumably into the Alaman ship, and then return. Bobby 
closes the airlock door behind him.
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BOBBY
Alright, let’s go! Jess you should 
see a button...

Jess changes one of her screens, and then pushes a button.

EXT. SPACE AROUND ALIEN WORLD - CONTINUOUS

The Alaman ship that was docked with Janus I suddenly 
detaches and moves away from Janus like it’s been blown off.

INT. JANUS BRIDGE

Bobby is looking through a window in the airlock door.

BOBBY
Oh cool, it worked!

ERIC
We have less than two minutes to 
get to the jump point!

JESS
Everybody hold on!

EXT. SPACE AROUND ALIEN WORLD - CONTINUOUS

Janus I starts to move. Suddenly, a fleet of Alaman ships 
appear from all directions, pointing weapons at the ship.

INT. JANUS BRIDGE - CONTINUOUS

JESS
Sasha? 

SASHA
Can you get around them?

JESS
No!

SASHA
Bobby, what do you have for me?

BOBBY
I’m out! That was my last trick!
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JANUS
(mechanical voice)

We have received a transmission! 
Dated September sev...

SASHA
(interrupting)

Skip!

JANUS
Message contents: “Surrender or 
die.” End of message.

ERIC
We have to jump.

SASHA
What?

ERIC
That’s our only way out. We jump, 
or die.

JESS
Eric, we don’t know where we’d end 
up! We’re not at the jump point, we 
don’t know where it’d take us!

BOBBY
We could end up inside a star!

ERIC
We already missed our jump!

(to Sasha)
Space is mostly just that, empty 
space. And if we don’t jump now, 
we’re dead.

SASHA
Eric’s right. Jess, initiate jump 
sequence. Everyone else, strap in. 
Janus, broadcast a message, all 
frequencies.

Everyone starts to move towards seats where they can strap 
in. Sasha takes the commander’s seat.

JANUS
What would you like the message to 
say?

SASHA
Chatter, how do you say “Back the 
hell up” in your language?
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CHATTER
Back the hell up?

JANUS
Message sent.

EXT. SPACE AROUND ALIEN WORLD - CONTINUOUS

Janus I is surrounded by enemy ships, but a ball in space 
seems to form around her. The space outside of that ball 
begins to look distorted. Ships too close to the sphere’s 
edge get bent, broken, or distorted themselves. Other ships 
begin to back away. 

Ships outside of the distortion fire weapons at the ship, but 
everything is deflected by the field. The bends in space 
build until...

INT. JANUS BRIDGE - CONTINUOUS

Jess turns to Sasha.

JESS
Are you sure about this?

SASHA
Jump.

Jess moves the ship forward. Through the window we see a 
bright flash, and then Alama, the field, and the ships are 
gone. All that’s left is a sky full of stars.

Bobby sticks his head in behind them.

BOBBY
So. Where are we?

END OF ACT 4
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INT. HEARING ROOM - LATER

Teal is standing in the center of the Alaman hearing room. 
The Alaman counsel is standing in their positions.

CHIEF ALAMAN
The ship disappeared? With three of 
our scientists, including your 
sibling on board?

TEAL
Yes.

CHIEF ALAMAN
How did this happen?

TEAL
We collected an enormous amount of 
data from the ship while it was in 
orbit. I believe they have a... 
gravity control engine.

CHIEF ALAMAN
Gravity control?

TEAL
Yes. It allows them to bend space 
around the ship, and effectively 
travel faster than light.

CHIEF ALAMAN
That is... very troubling.

TEAL
From our data, I believe I can 
recreate this technology.

CHIEF ALAMAN
Really?

TEAL
Give me ships, High Official. Let 
me track down these deceivers, and 
the planet they call home. Allow me 
to avenge my sibling!

CHIEF ALAMAN
Do it.

END OF EPISODE
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